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: ﬁ . Whlch one do you think is the absolute worst? Why? g a
4 . .
0 Telling alie O Backstabbir end. -
0 Cheating on a test O Cussingout mate ﬁ
E | E a Stealmg from your parents , 0 Plagiarizir ation off the Internet
: Q Chain-smoking Q Orinking a P =
a LoolmgatpomonngaznecorWebsutes O Hitting a siblin : ~—
ﬁ a Fakmg the flu to'get out of school Q Going too: far wnth physacal intimacy ﬁ
Qa Domg drugs 0 ’Shophftmg it .
ﬁ a How: would you answer each item? ; . ﬁ
a.. m tempted todo bad b. When | give in to c. Most of the time, when
i things— temptation, | usually feet— m tempted—
morenmﬁmltsed'aobe. Q ashamed of myself. ik about it s
D about the same now as O proud of myself. 1 give in righ
\ ﬁ lused to be. Q okay about myself. Ty
; O lessnowthanlusedtobe. QO nothing. o
3. True o or false— ; 2
3 ﬁ a. Sometimes God tempts you as a test, to see if you will resust
i b. lt’s a sin to be tempted to do bad things.
| c. Christians are ‘tempt s often as non-Christians. .
1 d. Some temptations are too hard to resist.
e. Temptation comes from the devil.
1 - f. if you give m to temptatlon, i’s the devil’s fault.

‘t Complete the sentences below, using what you leam from reading the following Bible
ca verses Psalm 119:11, ‘Luke 22:46, 1 Corinthians 10:13, and James 4:7.
a One way to resust temptation is to—
Another way is to—
| know that when | am tempted, God will—
If | resist the devil’s temptation, | know the devil wnll—

ﬁllllllllllllll|lllllllllllllll IIIIllllllll .
N Y 53

From s Hunior High-Middie School rakcSh




THE DEVIL AMDE ME DO IT (1o morarion

THIs WEEk
Temptations are eve ere for both teenagers and
adults. As your kids get more independence from
their parents and approach adulthood, they’ll face
temptations that th ,,r have before. They’ll also
realize how temp ah lead to feelings of guilt
et to discuss temptation
with your group in ~afsuppomve, encouraging way.

OPENER

This intro will be sure to get things going. Have your - tho

kids write out temptations that they—or teenagers
thetr age-—-face m‘ thei " don’thave them write

another an angel,
, g tempted ‘(the tempt-
: o'sit'itt‘a chair with the devil
on one side the angel on the other. Pick a situation
and read it out loud. Then the angel and devil must
work agamst each other to influence the tempted’s
decision. You can rotate participants with different
situations to get everyone involved.

Afterwards, ask:the group how they felt as the
personwho’ Waslbemg tempted. Which, the angel or
the devil, wa o listen to? What pressures .
were hard w did they balance their val-
ues agains janted to do?

THE D/sCUssIoN. BY THE NUMBERS

L Try to keep this one general—don’t expect your
kids to reveal their answers. Go the roundabout
way and ask th m how many items they checked.
Ask them which ones they feel teenagers in gen-
eral struggle with the most.

a‘ When asking them to share their answers, don’t
force anyone to participate. Point out that teens
face temptation now miore than they did ever have.
Brainstorm ways to resist temptation when dis-
cussing the seconcl sentence. After the last sen-
tence, explam to'the group that guilt and shame
are normal feelings: Communicate that if they are
sorry for what they've done and ask for forgive-
ness, God forgives and takes away the guiit.

3 Temptation is Satan’s way of stealing people
away from God. Satan cannot make your kids do
anything, so they can’t blame Satan for their
sins. Satan is extremely powerful and he tempts
people in their-weaknesses. God never tempts
people—that’s Satan at work.

5S4

‘1’ How did your kids complete the sentences on
temptation? “Talk about how Jesus dealt with
temptation and what your kids can do in their
lives to avoid certain situations.

THE CLOSE

Temptation is part of being human. Everyone has
been created by God with a free will—they are
responsible for their choices. And, the choices they
y will affect them in the future. Even
can make chotces, they must be aware
of the. co,ns,equences that may follow.

How can your group members strengthen their
faith and resist temptahon” What.are some ways to
protect: themselves from Satan’s schemes? The
more-firmly. otéd: ‘they are in Christ, the more
power they’lhave from the Holy Spirit. God gives
his folléwers todls toresist the devil—reading the
Bible,:mnemorizing verses, getﬁng mvotved in youth
group, hanglng out with Christian fnends, and com-
mumcating regularly with God through prayer. The
best way to resist temptation is to stay close to
Christ—the only man in history who has ever beat
the devil on his own turf. Ghrist can give them the
strength to make the right choices. You may want to
read a few Bvble passages to take this further—the
temptation of Christ (Matthew 4:1-11) and the armor
of God and spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18).

MORE

@ What is one temptation in particular that each of
your kids struggles with? Ask the group the follow-
ing questlons to think about—what is this tempta-

j e,there certain tlmes when they are

hese mclude pomography, premantal

1 ,l,ng, and drug abuse. Use these exam-
ples to set up case scenarios of a kid who is
tempted and must chose what to do. Talk about
the consequences if he or she gives in to;the
temptatlon What may happen if the’ kld resists?
What if they. glve in? What impact with thls have in
a month" A year? Longer? You may want to play
devil’s advocate to get them thinking.




